
Australian Association for Jewish Studies

29th Annual Conference, 12-13 February 2017

NARRATIVES AND 
COUNTER-NARRATIVES:

JEWS, NATION AND NATIONHOOD 
CONFERENCE PROGRAM

Conveners: Dr Michael Abrahams-Sprod and Dr Avril Alba
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SUNDAY 
12 FEBRUARY 2017

09:15 ~ 09:45 Conference Opening 
Welcome and Opening Remarks 
Welcome by Dr Michael Abrahams-Sprod

AAJS President’s Report 
Dr Michael Abrahams-Sprod

09:45 ~ 10:45 Keynote Address:
Keynote 1: 
Chair: Michael Abrahams-Sprod

11:15 ~ 12:45 SESSION 1: The Bible and Antiquity
Chair: Gili Kugler

08:30 - 09:10    REGISTRATION

Observing Jews: A Thirty Year Journey in 
Australia
Rachael Kohn

10:45 - 11:15       TEA/COFFEE BREAK

SESSION 2: Nation in Art and Culture
Chair: Lynne Swarts

The first Jewish national poems written in 
Hebrew by a woman: 
The poetry of Rachel Morpurgo (Trieste 
1790-1871)
Tova Cohen

The Curious Case of Uzzah and the Ark: 
Multiple Representations in the Collective 
Memory of Ancient Israel
Rachelle Gilmour

The German-Jewish Symbiosis Gone Awry: 
Reflections in the Poetry of Gertrud Kolmar
Sonja Hedgepeth

SESSION 3: Migration and the Refugee 
Crisis before and after the War
Chair: Sonja Hedgepeth

SESSION 4: Nation in Film and Memory
Chair: Ghil‘ad Zuckermann

“Eleven days from Horeb”: Deuteronomy 
1:1-2 and Har Karkom
Deborah Berry

Nation Building in Jewish Paris: Astruc and 
Camondo
Helen Webberley

12:45 - 14:00    LUNCH
13:30 - 14:00    AGM

A Northern Light in Prague: The Nansen 
Legacy to Humanity
Anna Rosenbaum 

Biblical Themed Films in the 21st Century: 
How do they reflect Jewish nationhood?
Don Perlgut

14:00 ~ 16:00



SESSION 3: Continued...
The Promised Land: Case Studies of (Illegal 
and Legal) Immigration to Pre-State Israel 
Anna Hirsh

SESSION 4: Continued...
Hollywood’s narratives of Israel from 
the 1940s to today: Apathy, adoration & 
ambivalence
Tony Shaw and Giora Goodman

14:00 ~ 16:00

The Messenger: The Correspondence of 
Rabbi L. A. Falk, 1938–1939 
Annie Thompson

Betar’s Participation in Armed Resistance 
to the Nazis in Eastern Europe as Reflected 
in Yizkor Books
Peter Keeda

Reframing Identity: A Numbers Game 
Shannon Biederman

16:00 - 16:30    TEA/COFFEE BREAK

Keynote Address:
Keynote 2: 
Chair: Avril Alba

16:35 ~ 17:45 State of Suspicion: Israel Prosecutes 
Holocaust Survivors as Nazi Collaborators
Dan Porat

18:30 CONFERENCE DINNER 

Includes an informal address by Avril Alba
Transmitting the Survivors Voice: Redeveloping the Sydney Jewish Museum
A chance to tour the new exhibition
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MONDAY 13 
FEBRUARY 2017

09:00 ~ 10:00 Keynote Address: 
Chair: Suzanne Rutland OAM

Audacity and Watershed: The Australian Light Horse Charge at Beersheba, 31 October, 1917
Sam Lipski AM

10:15 ~ 11:45 SESSION 5: The Bible and Antiquity 
Chair: Rachelle Gilmour

Going Out and Being In: Exodus and Identity 
in the First Century CE
Alex Macdonald

11:45 - 12:15    TEA/COFFEE BREAK

From personal eulogies to national-religious 
memorials: The changing narrative of 
literary tributes to fallen soldiers in Israel, 
1948-2015 
Stuart A. Cohen

The use of tourism/pilgrimage to Israel as 
a mechanism for constructing a modern 
Jewish Identity
Seth Kunin 

“But What about the Ungodly?” – The 
Fate of Sinners in the Scheme of Israel’s 
Redemption in 4 Ezra and 2 Baruch
Lydia Gore-Jones

Between nationalism and assimilation: a 
transnational Jewish anti-fascist left in the 
post-war era
Max Kaiser

SESSION 6: Jewish Identity 
Chair: Simon Holloway

Moses and not the People: The Hidden 
Narrative of Deuteronomy
Gili Kugler

SESSION 7: Ideologies of Jewish 
Nationalism
Chair: Stuart Cohen

SESSION 8: Outside Perceptions of Israel
Chair: Michael Cohen

Cultural Nationalism and German-
speaking Jewry: Counter-narratives, 
Nationhood and National Identity
Lynne Swarts

Piercing the bu’ah: Israel, Palestine, and 
Jewish Nationhood in Linda Grant’s “The 
People on the Street” (2006)
Isabelle Hesse

12:15 ~ 13:15

Romaniotes and Gregos
Panayiotis Diamadis

The 1982 Lebanon War: The Emerging 
Disconnect between the Media, the 
Government and Australian Jewry
Suzanne D. Rutland



13:15 - 14:15  LUNCH

14:15 ~ 15:45 SESSION 9: The Jews in the New World
Chair: Anna Hirsh

SESSION 10: Language and Nation
Chair: Tova Cohen

Jewish Peoplehood and Free Market 
Economics Developing Counter-Narratives 
Through the Digital Humanities
Michael R. Cohen and David B. Cohen

A Newly Contested Narrative: Modern 
Hebrew pedagogy and students’ role in 
curriculum development
Yona Gilead

Negotiating “Russian-ness”: Politics, 
Religion, Nationalism and Identity in the 
South Brisbane Russian Jewish Community, 
1912-22
Jennifer Creese

Interpretation of Experiences of Story, 
Hebrew Language and Numeric Symbolism, 
and Modern Forms of Narrative
Vicky Schinkel

Traumatized Space in “Enemies, A Love 
Story”
Zhang Wen

Defying Religion and Deifying the State: 
Language, Religion and Nationhood in 
Israel in the Twentieth Century
Ghil‘ad Zuckermann

15:45-16:15   TEA/COFFEE BREAK

16:15 ~ 17:45 SESSION 11: The Holocaust
Chair: Anna Rosenbaum

SESSION 12: Jewish Mysticism in the Middle 
Ages
Chair: Vicky Schinkel

Feeding the ghettos and camps: parcel 
schemes for Jewish prisoners during the 
Second World War
Jan Láníček

Exile and Homecoming in Jewish Mysticism
Orna Triguboff 

Despising Talmud: Nazi Readings and 
Misreadings of Rabbinic Text
Simon Holloway

The Feminine Divine in translation: The 
Nation of Israel as cosmic myth in the later-
strata of the Zohar
David Solomon

Ivan the less Terrible: The Demjanjuk’s Israeli 
and German trials
Yehudit Dori Deston
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Additional contact details 
http://sydney.edu.au/arts/
hebrew_biblical_jewish_studies/
Dr Michael Abrahams-Sprod
michael.abrahams-sprod@sydney.edu.au

Produced by the School of Languages and Cultures, the University 
of Sydney, 2016. 
The University reserves the right to make alterations to any 
information contained within this publication without notice. 
16/02  CRICOS 00026A
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−− Registration: http://www.aajs.
org.au

2017 is the anniversary of several landmark events in 
Jewish history. The Balfour Declaration of 1917, the 
partition plan of 1947 and the Six Day War of 1967 comprise                                                                                                                                       
only a few modern examples of events whose legacies demand a re-
examination of the concepts and practice of nation and peoplehood 
in the longue durée of Jewish history. An examination of the narratives 
and counter narratives in which these concepts are couched provide a 
compelling framework to examine their importance for understanding the 
Jewish past and also to delineate and assess their ongoing resonance in 
and for the present.
   
Debates as to what constitutes the ‘People Israel’ stretch back to 
antiquity, with biblical notions of who the Israelites were and what their 
communal obligations entailed fundamental to their identity and self-
understanding. Yet, the Talmudic ideal of Kol Yisrael arevim zeh bazeh 
(all Israel is responsible for each other) has often been sorely tested by 
the travails of Jewish history. In times of persecution, the framework 
of peoplehood has been pushed to its limits, and dissention among 
Jewry has left indelible marks. Collaboration and betrayal, both real 
and perceived, have pushed the limits of group identity and cohesion. 
Yet despite these conflicts, peoplehood has prevailed as a lasting and 
distinctive component of both ancient and modern Jewish identities.
 
The theme of AAJS Sydney, Narratives and Counter-Narratives: 
Jews, Nation and Nationhood invites exploration of notions of the 
nation, peoplehood, intra-communal conflict and Klal Yisrael from all 
perspectives, including but not limited to the topics of nationhood and 
identity, society, literature, art, philosophy, language, religious, ancient 
and modern connections to the Land and State of Israel, the concept and 
practice of Klal Yisrael and the experience of peoplehood in extremis, 
particularly with regard to the period of the Holocaust.

Registration: http://www.aajs.org.au


