Australian Journal of Jewish Studies XXXVII (2024). List of Contributors

List of Contributors

Benjamin M. Ezzes

Benjamin M. Ezzes (BEd/BA, [Hons, First Class], University of Sydney
2020) is the Education Chair of the New South Wales Jewish Board of
Deputies, teacher and Jewish Studies (Yr 9/10) Stage Coordinator at Moriah
War Memorial College, and graduate of 2014.

Steven Frankel

Professor Steven Frankel received his Ph.D. from the Committee on Social
Thought at the University of Chicago. He currently teaches at Xavier
University (Ohio) in the Department of Philosophy, and also serves as the
Executive Director of the Stephen S. Smith Center in the Williams College of
Business, where he is the Smith Professor of Political Economy. Professor
Frankel’s scholarly work focuses on the relationship between philosophy and
religion. His work has appeared in over a dozen journals and in various
collections including Spinoza and Medieval Jewish Philosophy (Cambridge
University Press), Reorientation: Leo Strauss in the 1930s (Palgrave
Macmillan), and Liquider Mai 68? (Presses de la Renaissance, Paris). His
books include French Studies: Literature, Culture, and Politics (with John
Ray, Editions Honore Champion, Paris, 2014) and Civil Religion in Modern
Political Philosophy (with Martin Yaffe, Penn State University Press, 2020).
His most recent book with John Ray is entitled Equality and Excellence
(SUNY Press, 2023). He is currently writing a book, Commerce and
Character, on Ralph Lerner’s interpretation of the American Revolution
(University Press of Kansas, forthcoming).

Amy-Jill Levine

Amy-Jill Levine is Rabbi Stanley M. Kessler Distinguished Professor of New
Testament and Jewish Studies, Hartford International University for Religion
and Peace, University Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies
Emerita and the Mary Jane Werthan Professor of Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt
University. She is the author of many books, including The Misunderstood
Jew, Short Stories by Jesus, and Jesus for Everyone, Not Just Christians. She
is the co-editor of The Jewish Annotated New Testament.

Joshua Nash
Dr. Joshua Nash is founding editor of Some Islands: A journal of linguistics
and art and editor of Australian Journal of Jewish Studies.

Andre Oboler

Dr. Andre Oboler holds a PhD in Computer Science from Lancaster
University and an LLM(JD) from Monash University. He is CEO of the

115



Australian Journal of Jewish Studies XXXVII (2024). List of Contributors

Online Hate Prevention Institute, and an honorary associate in the Law School
at La Trobe University. He is an expert member of the Australian
Government’s delegation to the International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance and serves on its Committee on Antisemitism and Holocaust Denial.
He chairs IEEE’s Global Policy Caucus. Dr Oboler has published a number
of books and book chapters related to online hate, as well as numerous reports
and articles. He has provided expert testimony to governments, parliaments,
and the United Nations. He regularly provides media commentary on a range
of issues related to online hate and the impact of technology on society.

Suzanne D. Rutland

Suzanne D. Rutland (OAM, PhD), Professor Emerita, Hebrew & Jewish
Studies, University of Sydney, is a past president of the Australian
Association for Jewish Studies, patron of the Australian Jewish Historical
Society, and member of the Australian IHRA Delegation. She is a widely
published author on Australian Jewry.

Michael Sassoon

Michael J. Sassoon (MTeach, USyd 2015, BCom [Merit] UNSW 2002) is a
teacher at Moriah War Memorial College and graduate of 2000. He studied
from 2004-2006 at Yeshiva University RIETS and Belz School of Music
(Sephardi Hazzanut), building on his Indian-Iraqi background.

Anne Sarzin

Anne Sarzin has two doctorates. Her first PhD thesis focused on the dramatic
works of playwright Athol Fugard and her second was a biographical study
of Dr. Fanny Reading. Anne’s adaptation of her doctoral thesis, The Angel of
Kings Cross: The life and times of Dr. Fanny Reading, was published in 2023.
With her daughter, Dr. Lisa Sarzin, Anne co-authored Hand in Hand: Jewish
and Indigenous people working together, for which they interviewed more
than 80 participants involved in collaborative initiatives in Australia. Anne
has worked as editor in university media units in Sydney and as a free-lance
journalist, with her research articles published in Australia and abroad. She
lives in Sydney, works as a researcher/writer—and teaches gigong.

Aleksei Surin

Aleksei Surin is a Ph.D. candidate and Research Assistant in the Department
of Literature of the Jewish People at Bar-Ilan University, Israel. His research
interests include Russian-Jewish and Russian-Israeli literature and Holocaust
studies. In January 2024, he began co-editing the Polish academic journal
ludaica Russica.

116



